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Finding the right suppliers for your catering food isn’t always a piece of cake. 

In fact, in the food service industry, it can be tricky to source a supplier, and 

one wrong move could see you stuck with bad ingredients and disgruntled 

customers. 

But, if you can do your homework, you can make an educated decision and 

develop a happy relationship with the perfect catering food supplier. 

All it takes is a little prep. 

Here is everything you need to consider when choosing your catering food 

suppliers.

Are they an ethical supplier?

According to 2018’s Ethical Consumer Market report, the ethical food and 

drinks market has increased by 16.3 percent from the year prior, and between 

2016-2017, consumer spending on organics grew 10.5 percent.

According to the report, ‘the increasing popularity of vegetarian and vegan 

lifestyles appears to be a driving factor for growth.’ While it might be trendy, 

ethics are important for society, and whether it’s fashionable or not, where 

your food is from and how it is produced will define you. 

https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/EC%20Markets%20Report%202018%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.piktfresh.com/about
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Have you explored online reviews?

88 percent of people trust online reviews written by other consumers as much 

as they trust recommendations from personal contacts. 

Reviews matter – especially when it comes to food. To find the right catering 

food supplier, do some research and read up on what other consumers think. 

As the saying goes, the proof is in the pudding.

Have you considered economies of 
scale?

Large catering food suppliers don’t supply small vendors because it’s costly 

to fulfil small orders. To get supplies from someone big, you’ll need to meet 

minimum ordering requirements. 

One thing to consider is to pool together with other small vendors to take 

advantage of economies of scale. If you have enough friends, it’s worth buying 

in bulk to save on cash. 

https://www.brightlocal.com/learn/local-consumer-review-survey-2014/
https://www.piktfresh.com/blog/how-to-choose-a-fruit-and-vegetable-box-delivery-service
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Are they part of a wider network of 
suppliers?

There might be a few raised eyebrows if a supplier works alone. Food is about 

community, and suppliers who are part of a community should be trusted 

more than those who aren’t. 

If you’re a food truck operator, you can find supplies at Food and Drink 

Network or at NCASS. Chances are, you’ll find someone with experience and 

good reviews who can be trusted.

Are you looking for regular 
or one-off food supplies?

Are you after regular supplies or a supplier to help with a one-off event?

Food suppliers for one-off events will often package up their offerings. If 

you’re running a food truck festival, for example, you’ll want a food supplier 

who can also provide things like equipment and seating. 

But if you’re looking to supply day-to-day operations, we can help you out. At 

Pikt, our Prepster box is perfect for restaurants, food trucks and bars who are 

looking to hand-pick specific organic ingredients. You can order approximately 

3.5kgs of fresh fruit and veg for smaller orders, and up to 5.5kgs for bigger 

ones, so you’ll never run out of something again.

https://foodanddrinknetwork-uk.co.uk/suppliers/
https://foodanddrinknetwork-uk.co.uk/suppliers/
https://ncass.org.uk/suppliers-area/supplier_search
https://shop.piktfresh.com/product/prepster3/?hsCtaTracking=b6a4965b-c913-46d2-9c54-8cf004903703%7C831c20f1-02a3-492e-a37f-0658da4f010c
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Teamwork makes 
the dream work
As corny as that heading might seem, it’s an old adage that stands true. 

If you’re looking for a catering food supplier, the best thing you can do is 

turn to other people to find out more. They’ll offer advice, help you consider 

different requirements, offer trusted reviews of food suppliers, and they might 

just save you some money. 

Places like CollectivFood and BidFood are good places to start, and, as ever, 

you can always turn to us here at Pikt for more advice on how to find the right 

catering food supplier. We’re only a quick message away.

https://collectivfood.com/
https://www.bidfood.co.uk/
https://www.piktfresh.com/
https://www.piktfresh.com/contact-us

